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entire prior art relating to the manufacture of
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incorporated by reference. In particular, the
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Gillo, 4,658,912 to Stensel, 4,675,091 to
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Tengvall, 5,020,737 to Tengvall, 5,014,590 to
Tengvall, 5,034,181 to Tengvall, and

5,037,013 to Tengvall are hereby
incorporated by reference. U.S. Pat. No.

4,658,912 and U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 928,069, filed June 13, 1978 and
assigned to the assignee of the present

invention, disclose a method for forming a
two-piece, thermoformed plastic container

having an integral bottom wall portion and a
top wall portion connected to the bottom wall

portion. According to the method of the
aforesaid application, a precursor web or

sheet is drawn through the peripheral
contours of a forming cavity and then is

moved upwardly into a heated forming region
defined by a pair of vertically-spaced forming
bars having forming surfaces which cooperate

to pinch the precursor web or sheet
therebetween as the precursor web or sheet is
advanced into the heated forming region. The

precursor web or sheet thus proceeds in
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generally flat condition and with the
originally blanked peripheral portion retained

inwardly of the peripheral contours of the
forming cavity. After the precursor web or
sheet has been heated in the forming region

to a temperature sufficient to soften the
thermoplastic material of the precursor web
or sheet, the bottom wall portion and the top
wall portion of the formed container are cut

from the remaining precursor web or sheet. It
is also
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