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phone and other video players.Among my favorite thoughts: Why would the founders of Project
Rainbow, a young, gay, black and Latino men’s group for Los Angeles, have funded the

organization’s activities in the early 1990s? The congregation struggled, and the website lists the
race and ethnicity of each of its 12 founders. (All but one were white; one was Hispanic.) My favorite

characteristic of many of the founders was not their knowledge of the Bible or their talent for
theology; it was their curiosity. I marvel at the very first founder’s letter (dated 1989), describing the
vision of forming a church that would overcome many obstacles. The letter states that the group’s
“primary focus” would be “making disciples” — a word that had powerful, unfamiliarity (and anti-

cult) resonances for the person named C.V. Harrison. “When I began graduate school, my goal was
to become a preacher. My family thought I was headed for medical school. My mother said, ‘You
don’t know what you want to do.’ I said, ‘I don’t know, but I’m going to be a pastor.’ She said, ‘If

you’re going to be a preacher, I’m going to move to Delaware.’ “When I started, I didn’t know
anything about social work. I didn’t know anything about [the hospice movement]. I really didn’t

know anything about my department. That was the thing that just grabbed me.” I marvel, still, at the
founding father’s sense of humility. “As I began to learn more,�
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