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Sharma made a perfect start to India's home leg of the World Cup with a massive 193 against South Africa. Pint-
sized pacer Lungi Ngidi was dismissed for five in India's first innings and it was the right call. Ngidi is a bowler of
the short, sharp ball, and his bouncer is even better, but his in-swing is so tight that his pace and movement are

almost incidental. He gets extra bounce from the surface and when the rough is uneven, the ball rises and
swerves, hitting the pitch. But it is a lot harder to square the ball away on an uneven wicket and that was the key
to Ngidi's downfall. Wherever this year's World Cup goes, there will be short, bouncy pitches and unfortunately for
South Africa, India bowled their best in that department. Debutant Shahid Afridi played a typically skittish cameo
but was the only South African to pass the 25-over mark, hitting 26 in four innings, including one three and a four.

India's batting was never in question in the series opener, but their bowling - especially the spinners - need
careful inspection. Virat Kohli's boys have been well coached by MS Dhoni, who maintains a firm grip on the

fringes of the attack. R Ashwin is Australia's current Test bowling leader c6a93da74d
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