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DONALDROSS Published: July 15, 1999 ZURICH, July 14— After 4,000 years,

the ancient Maya still have secrets to share about their civilization. After
examining recently discovered glyphs and underground tunnels, experts are
also recovering items long forgotten. Among the discoveries are shards of

green jade jewels buried for 700 years near the city of Cancuen in the
Guatemalan highlands. A paved stone road was once thought to be the
backbone of the early Maya civilization, based on a misinterpretation of

hieroglyphs from ancient temples and plazas. But yesterday, archaeologists,
who study the ancient writing for a living, poured new light on that

interpretation. They said a pathway built by the Maya was wider and flatter
than originally thought. And new hieroglyphs, created by putting human
images inside of four-petaled flowers, were discovered. Such glyphs were

carved in the upper reaches of the 7,000-year-old Mayan structure at
Cancuen. ''The message is clear, we have found a new interpretation,'' said

Benjamin Reichert, director of the French Museum of Anthropology and
Archeology in Paris, who led the team that made the discovery. None of the

discovery was made public until after the scientists' return to Paris yesterday.
All were interviewed late yesterday, their elation quelled by the research's

preliminary significance. ''The field of study is fairly new. We don't know what
to expect,'' said Dr. Reichert. ''We have found glyphs on the carved stone that

do not resemble anything we have seen elsewhere in the world.'' While Dr.
Reichert and his colleagues do not know what the glyphs, or the images,

mean, he said, they do show that the Maya civilization was ''more complex
than previously thought.'' By comparison, he said, the ancient Egyptians were
interested in hieroglyphs to document their history and religious beliefs and
taught their sons how to read and write. ''The early Maya were focused more
on building than writing.'' The early Maya felt the need to draw attention to
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