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Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics faces challenges when he takes over next month. Not only is he replacing the anti-union person at the top of the agency, but he will also have to contend with a pro-union president who was elected in part to help weaken unions.

Steven J. Blum, whom Trump nominated to lead the bureau, has already shown a knack for fighting back against an administration opposed to employee rights. He has led the anti-union National Right to Work Foundation in Washington and helped craft an unsuccessful anti-
union measure in Pennsylvania. Before joining the bureau, Blum worked at the foundation, where he is now the senior legal adviser. In addition to fighting unions, Trump and his advisers have been active in dismantling Obamacare. Trump and his advisers have repeatedly cited

“Welfare Reform” as the reason that millions of Americans are now without healthcare. The real reason, of course, is that the law required all states to expand Medicaid, and states refused and were not provided with funding. Welfare Reform will be the focus of Blum’s first
meeting with Senate Democrats.In November, the chorus of opposition to the DADA Chocolate Factory’s plans to build a massive factory to create chocolate candy rolled out across the UK. Cages were erected. Protesters were scattered across London to try to stop the

bulldozers from tearing down a park. But the project proceeded, and the London Borough of Hackney was granted permission to raze a 20-acre plot of land next to the Olympic Park to make way for the factory. But Londoners are still fighting. Now there’s a protest planned for
the pick-up truck-sized beast itself, which is set to move to the Olympic Park in September. Dubbed the “Mother of all chocolate factories,” DADA is the world’s biggest maker of all kinds of chocolate candy, and has been looking to expand its production capabilities since 2011.

DADA was originally granted the right to tear down the park in 2012, but the firm was unable to do so due to a refusal from Hackney council to grant permission. Until now. Now the company has submitted a planning application for the factory, and the new plans will be
discussed during a public hearing at the Olympic Park this evening. DADA’s original plans would have enlarged the existing factory building so that it could double in size. The latest plans are a reduced size with about the same amount of production capabilities — it would still

be one of the world’s largest candy factories. The firm also claims that the new plans will reduce the loss of adjacent woodlands, and will cut down on trucks entering London’s congestion — which is good for the environment, which it certainly is. But DADA isn’t the only
chocolate factory operating in the Hackney area.
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