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Why was the Vietnam War The Vietnam War? The
Vietnam War was a series of military conflicts and
political events in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from
1955 to 1973 involving the nations of North Vietnam,
South Vietnam, China, the Soviet Union, the United
States, Great Britain, France, Thailand, and the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam). Public
support for United States involvement in the war in the
United States was strong, as well as the war efforts in
neighboring South Korea and in South Vietnam. U.S.
opposition to the war was marginal. U.S. support was
well beyond public opinion at the time. The aims of the
war shifted several times. At the time of the North
Vietnamese attack on South Vietnam on April 3, 1965,
the primary U.S. military objective was a cease fire with
North Vietnam's complete disengagement of troops in
South Vietnam. To achieve this, President Lyndon B.
Johnson sought military and political solutions in 1966,
but to very little avail. The bombing of North Vietnam by



the United States increased as a partial response to
North Vietnamese harbors of foreign military aid and
rocket and tunnel activity. In the late 1960s and early
1970s, the United States more than doubled the size of
the American military presence in South Vietnam,
turning the war into one of the U.S. military's longest
wars. It also escalated in length and intensity, and the
U.S. became more deeply involved in the Vietnam War,
in more significant direct, ground combat in the war
than it had in World War II. In 1967, the U.S. military
escalated "search and destroy" missions in South
Vietnam's rural interior to root out the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese, and by 1971 such operations had led
to an
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