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media content on Egreat HDR;Oh boy. A few months ago, Netflix debuted a new A.V. Club pop-up
section called our Reads, and it went surprisingly well. We managed to keep things separate from
the standard commentary so much that within the first six months it went from being a new feature
to a thing we were proud of. Netflix itself even said, “The Reads section has been one of the most
successful projects we’ve launched.” But that is changing again. This past year, Netflix made big
changes to our Reads section, including massively decreasing the number of movies available and
expanding it to focus on TV shows. I talk to a lot of people every day — ask around on Twitter or
Facebook or wherever — about the best movies or shows, but the A.V. Club Reads is different. It’s
not a list of movies we like — except when we do. It’s literally a list of movies we saw on Netflix.
Netflix’s Reads doesn’t seem to have the staying power that Reads used to. Netflix said that the
Movies section has been growing by about 25 percent to 30 percent every month, but the Reads
section is only growing by about 2 percent per month. This is notable not because of the numbers
themselves, but because the Reads section used to be a little more stable. A larger percent of the
entire site was dedicated to that section. The point is that, despite what our site or the site’s
readership says, we don’t really have a “best movies” list. We don’t have a list of “The 10 best
movies that will change your life,” or “The top 10 movies you should watch right now,” or “The 20
best movies of all time,” or whatever. The best movies are movies we’ve actually seen. That’s how it
has to be. We could spend all of our time watching movies that we think are great and movies that
we think are bad (usually with poor people who have no idea what they’re doing talking about it on
YouTube), or we could just pick one series of
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