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DucklingsSILVER STAR KEY CEO Matthew Prince Says He Wants Google To
Be Obligated To Discourage Searches For Libelous Terms from the I-want-
his-face-to-be-burned-black-then-burnt-into-the-ground-with-the-casket-
contents dept Many people feel the internet would be a better place if most
search terms were banned. It may be better for society, some argue, to have
a world in which certain words are not found -- especially words we can agree
have no positive value. Twitter even has its own way of making words
disappear from the site. Another way to do this would be for a major company
to ensure that certain search terms don't show up in search results. Doing
this, of course, runs the risk of stifling the public's right to information. But,
you might ask, if we stop allowing certain search terms to be found, what
happens when something untrue turns up? It turns out that there's a
precedent for stopping untrue results from showing up: the Book of Exodus,
of course, commands God to strike dead any "maledictory idolatry" that
shows up in Israel's desert (verse 21). That's right, in the Book of Exodus, the
mainstream narrative insists God struck down untrue words that appeared on
the desert sands. If enough of us call out bad actors, we can make sure
untrue things are no longer said or done or seen. So, is there a way for a
major internet service provider (ISP) to intervene in the search results
produced by the major search engines? Could an ISP block search results if it
believes they are libelous? I tend to think that the answer is "yes," but the
recent blog post by Cloudflare CEO Matthew Prince seems to contend that
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ISPs ought to have that power. For example, we could do something as
simple as allow Google to be obligated to provide search results that does not
endorse or promote certain
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